tnated wrthm the framework and tune lnmts of the Laos .
.' ceaseﬁre and mﬂltary protocol 8. -
In testlmony ‘'before ‘the Select. Commlttee, Ambassador Godley

.could niot remember:whether. his_cable. was-in-response: to,-or- 1nde— :
.'-pendent of, Adm1ral Moorer 5 cable of: nme hours earher :

The March 23 cable

‘ On March 23,1978, Adm1ral Moorer sent a second cable to the.;
AUmted States Command in Southeast Asia. The cable, again trans:.
‘mitting an order approved by the President, the National Security
~Adviser and the: Secretary of Defense, modlfied the order set forth

‘in Admiral Moorer’s cable the day before. The March 23 cable di-
-rected that the U.S. troop w1thdrawa1 would be completed within

the 60-day period as long as the nine Amencan POWs on the DRV/ :
;Laos list were released. The: cable reads:

—Seek pnvate meetmg w:th North Vletnamese represent-
. ;.atlve Our basic concern is the release of the prisoners and .
"' we do not-object to- the PLF playing the central role as -
~long as the men are returned to us. We need precise infor- . "
= mation~and- understandmg on’the" times and" place of re= "
.. " 1ease of the prisoners on the list provided 1 February. The =~ °
. routes and place may be desxgnated by the PLF. However,
" .the United States must have the" ‘assurances, either pri-
.. vately from: you or through other channels, such as the -
. "United States officials in Vientiane,. that the1r release will -~
-~ stake place by:-28 March before We can give assurances that. "
" .-our withdrawal will be COmpleted by 28 March. Of course, " -
. 'we intend to pursue the’ question of other U.S: persorinel .
c captured or missing in: Laos following the release of the .
* mer on the 1 February list. For your information only, the =
. purpose of the above is to try to. get thmgs back on track‘ S
"andmovmgagam"’ o e

" 'The revised U.S. posltion d1d succeed in gettmg‘ “thmgs back on'
track and moving again.” On: March .26, the North Vietnamese.
‘agreed to the'release of the ten POWs on the. DRV/Laos list provid-
'ed only that the actual release be made by representatives of the
‘Pathet Lao. The U.S. accepted the condition, thereb ais clearing ‘the
-way for the completion of Amencan troop w1thdraw and the end“
;.of Operatron Homecommg. Broloo

Summary

After the March' 19 POW Subcommrssmn meetmg in Salgon, the-‘
AU S. faced the possibility that.the prisoners on the DRV/Laos list
| would not be retumed As mentloned above, the DRV had smtched;

“Cable fromAmb Godl toSecrctaryofStateleham rs.March22,1973 v
- 97°Cable from. Adm. Moorer to Gen. Woodward, March 23,-1973. -
.98 Ina telephone conversation with Select Committee Vme Chamnan Bob Sxmth on December ‘
29,1992, Dr, Kissinger said that he had informed. President Nixon during the 60 day_ Ye
“after the pea l.31-eement was signed that US. intelligence. officials believed that the list of
,Ensoners captured in Laos was incomplete. Accordmg to Dr. Kissinger, the President responded:
directing that the exchange. of prisoners o the lists go forward, but added that a failure to
"account for the additional prisoners after Operation Homecoming. would lead to & resumption of
‘bhomb:ug Dr. szsmger md thnt the Prendent was. later unwxllmg to carry through on- th:s‘-
threa -



