" . In addition, as the U.S, side has made clear on many oc-.. .
" "casions, the list of only nine American prisoners presented -
- belatedly by the Pathet Lao is. clearly incomplete; There .
- continues-to.be:no. satisfactory. explanation concerning the . -
" smallness of this list nor any assurances that further ef- -
" forts will be forthcoming, - -l
. In view of the very short time left before the deadline. - -
" for the release of American prisoners in Laos, the U.S. side ~ -
' .'expects an immediate response to . this. message and the -
' firm assurance of the DRV side that'it will live up toits'
"' solemn responsibilities. Failure:to do so would have the
. tnost serious consequences. Certainly the U.S: side cannot .
.. be expected to. complete its withdrawals from South Viet- - -
~ 'nam until this closely linked question is satisfactorily re-

'The new DRV position on-prisoners in Laos was clearly contrary
-to the assurances provided to Dr. Kissinger ‘by Le Duc Tho. As a-
result; it invited‘a tough American response. On March 21, while
'Administration® officials - were -considering what - to- recommend,
-acting DIA Director John R. Deane, Jr. sent & secret memorandum
“to  Admiral Moorer concerning ‘the intelligence ‘community’s view.
‘of the POW situation in Lacs. General Deane wrote that the: DRV’s’
purported “Laos list” of February 1, 1973 was limited exclusively to
'U.S..POWs captured in'Laos by the North Vietnamese and did
‘“not represent U.S: POWs captured by the. Pathet Lao.” General
‘Deane said it was the intelligence community’s view that: “There.

is' évidence that the. Pathet Lao have information on captured/

‘missing U.S; personnel and should be able to-provide a list of alive
- PWs in addition to information on the fate of many others™® - -

* General Deane’s memo and other intelligence reports and analy-
‘ses persuaded Admiral Moorer that it was “highly likely” that the
_Pathet Lao was holding live U.S. POWs in addition to the nine on’
the DRV/Laos list. In discussions with other members of the NSC
“and WSAG, the Admiral learned that there was general agreement
 on this point among high-level national security officials®®
- " Admiral Moorer's March 22 cable = .. ERE

" 'The next, day, March:22, 1973, Admiral Moorer sent an. urgent
‘cable to the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific -ordering’ that the U.S.

troop withdrawal be halted unless and until the DRV provided a

_complete list of American POWs, including: those held. by ‘the
Pathet Lao. The cable reads: - - ST
31 . 'The United States position is as follows: “The -

S. ‘will complete the withdrawal of its' military forces 1'

.

~* from South Vietnam: in accordance with the terms of the -
" agreement ‘and coincident with the release of all, repeat
all, American prisoners held throughout Indochina.”. .
' Deposition of Admiral Thomas Moorer to Select Committee, ppe. 221-280. . .



